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The Interlake Property site is an inactive landfill and lagoon
encompassing 289 acres in a heavily industrialized area of southeastern
Chicago, Cook County, Illincis. Approximately one-third, or 96 acres,
of the site had been used for landfilling and as lagoons. Eighty-seven
acres on-site have been designated as wetlands by the United States Army
Corps of Engineers.

The site is lpcated vest of Acme Steel, formerly Interlake Steel.
The site was purchased by Waste Management, Inc., from Interlake, Inc.,
in June 1981.

Filling operations began in 1968 and ended in 1981. Much of the
wvastes disposed of at the site vere generated from coking operations and
steel manufacturing procesées. Wastes disposed of at the site include
K063 (wean plant sludge), basic oxygen furnace dust, and basic oxygen
furnace slag. Pickle liquor also may have been disposed of at the site.
Interlake Steel used old sand-mining areas fbr lagoons on the northeast
side of the site. Landfilling of slag and rubble on the southern third
of the site has raised the surface elevation approximately five feet
above its former level. _

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) inspected
the Interlake Property site on June 26 and 27, 1980, and collected
samples on October 7, 1980. These inspections focused on the three man-

made lagoons. It was observed that one lagoon had been drained\by pumps
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on-site through a culvert into open water in the vetlands, vhich flow
into Lake Calumet. Black tarry material vas also observed covering the

banks and surface vater of one lagoon. Substan:es detected in samples

collected from the lagoon sludge and_surface water. 1nc1uded barium

(2 ug/g) and chromium (300 ug/g) Copper vas,a.so”detectgdmigmtheh
urface wat'" . e e

Groundwater samples vere also collected for a hydrogeolgic study
contracted by Waste Management, Inc., in June 1381. The results from
six of the shallow bedrock vells indicated concentrations of cyanide
(0.10 to 2.96 mg/L) and benzene (0.01 to 0.90 mg/L). U.S. EPA conducted
a wetlands study of the southeast side of Chicago in June 1983 and
collected five sediment samples from unspecified areas of the Interlake
'-Property site The results showed cadmium (20 ug/g), lead (4 4 mg/g),
zinc (12 mg/g), silver (6.6 ug/g), andjﬂggijlg;mg g). Polynuclear
aromatic compounds vere detected in four of the five samples.

On July 18, 19, and 20, 1989, Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency (IEPA) collected groundwater and soil samples for a screening
site inspection (SSI) of the Interlake Property site. Groundvater
samples were collected from six on-site monitoring wells, which are
believed to have been installed during the Waste Management, Inc.,
hydrogeologic study in 1981. Analysis of groundvater and soil samples
revealed concentrations of semivolatile and volatile organics, heavy
" metals, and pesticides. |

Samples collected during the IEPA inspection in 1989 1ndicate a
potential for the migration of contaminants from the site to groundwater.
in the Niagaran dolomite aquifer. No residents vithin a 4-mile radius
of the site use groundvater for'drinking vater purposes,.with the
exception of approximately 20 residences in Dolton. The exact location
of these residences is not known, but it is not believed that ground-
vater contamination from the Interlake Property site would affect the
Dolton'residences'because of their distance (approximately 3 1/2 miles)
from the site and beécause of the presence of the Little Calumet River
betwveen the site and Dolton.

~ Sediment samples collected from the site during the SSI indicate an
observed relesse of contaminants to vetlands on-site. These vetlands
flow through'surface sands and ditches to Lake Calumet, vhich borders
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the vest side of the site.. Habitat in and around the on-site wetlands
could support the federally ehdangéred Piping Plover, which has been
dbcdmented as neSting_at'Lake Calumet. A lake that qualifies as a
fishéry also exists on-site. |
~ Lake Calumet empties into the Calumet River, which flows into Lake
-Michigan, depending on lake levels and the lock and dam operation. Two
. vatef intakes, serving approximafely_4 million people, are located
vithin 15 miles downstream of the site.
' .-Vsbil éontamination is less than two feet deep at the site, accord-
ing to the SS5I, although contamination in the lagoons may be deeper.
" Persons were observed_fishing from the on-site lake, and empty shotgun
shells and old,duck blinds, indicating huntihg on-site, weré also
observed during the SSI. A group of dilapidated buildings in the
f'Soufheast corner of xhe'site vas being used as a residence. Evidence of
.-ocCupancy was:obSerVed during the SSI.- _
A :elease'to'air vas not suspected, although a potential exists for -
. the migration of soil contaminants via windblown particulates.
~ An off—site'reconnaissahéé inspection was conducted .on August 8, N
_1991, by Ecblogy apd Ehvironmént,'Ihc., Field Invésfigation Team. Site
- features vere difficult to observe because of the thick foliagé'on—sité.
It did'not.appear that“any persons vere living ih_the buildings on the .

southeast corner of the site.
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T POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE TIDENTHICATION
| PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT [OTSTATE[02 BT sUmBER
!'—’EPA | PART1- sRnEsLlluro:umou AND ASSESSMENT IL |Doco8io432
’ ‘:—:':-%ﬂm —oCATIOR o3 STREET ROUTE RO~ OR P GF € (OEATON ST iER
_L Interla |<e_ Lan&Ft l' and Coke Plart | 1230 Torrence Avenue,
. 04 STATE | 08 2P CODE 08 COUNTY °7m (7 o
c‘,h.c,aqo | . TL |66617 | Cook 03l joz
oS CoORRUTES A TITUE

41°4/'a5.2" | 087'3337.8" | Loke Columet Quadramle

mmmmnn

Fom 994 South  exit ?5”‘ Streed £as'f T&k& 5™ S Torrence. Avenue
(about- /rmk) Tate Torrence o /1/0"P Site is focated betieen o™ and /lé”’
Street west of Torrence -

Nl RESPONSIBLE PARTIES
.'olmnn-q‘ra‘ke I’nC’ i o:s%ﬁc;lrgun?m
TInter
A 04 STATE] 05 ZF COOE ';m—m_
Oak Brook L (0059—1
oy mtm & tmown 70 C¥erant irom owner) : - umem-;--u

same as above

oo Gy 0 sﬁ’rzln'zrcooe' 12 TELEPHONE NUMBER
' ( )

P ——————————
TYPE OF OWNERSHEP (Canct onc)
1 A. PRIVATE DB.FEDEHAL DC.STATE OD.COUNTY [ E. MUNICIPAL
SAQeRCy ae) -
O F.OTHER: D G. UNKNOWN :

—— Bpechy)

14 OWNEFVOPERATOR NOTIFICATION ON FLE Iovect o0 0wt 55%) S_idorrri T/ doTe.
@ A RCRA 3001 DATERECEVED: /) 1 /8,80 0 5. UNCONTROLLED WASTE STErcencua 109 DATE RECEVED: - Lt [ C.NONE

MONTM DAY YEAR MONTH DAY YEAR
V. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD
01 ON SITE INSPECTION BY (Chock of et appty)
S YES DATE ZQ 10:?‘:52 B A EBPA O 8. EPACONTRACTOR D C.STATE D D. OTHER CONTRACTOR
o No MONTH DAY YEAA O E.LOCALHEALTHOFFICIAL O F.OTHER: -
]
. CONTRACTOR NAME(S):
02 SITE STATUS (Chect one) 03 YEARS OF OPERATION .
" DAACTVE DB.NACTIVE @ C.UNXKNOWN ______..l__— 8 UNKNOWN
BEGRONG YEAR ENDNG VEAR '

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT, KNOWN, OR

heav5 medals (-onlo, s:sf'emg
oily waste (jmfable, soluble

(55 DESGREPTIoN OF POTENTIAL FAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION
roundwater (environmerit )
_- 60#‘3C¢— O&Tef' ( f fu./a'?‘lbn /en Vi ronme,n‘/‘ )

1 V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT

1 PROAITY FOR INSPECTION fChact ans. £ gh o 50008 & CHeched. Compiess Fant § - Wasie Suforolion sas Pevt 3 - Descrieon of Mazanious Condlions Sad hidents)

o "a.g"—-n-wuuu .D .'wnuia ~ be.ow Sapect an me svstadi Desky a n'mwme——-—um—s—
VL INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM _ _
1 CONTACT - 02 OF pAgomcy Orgemcizsion) 03 TELEPHONE NUMBER
Clif Gouwld TEPA-DLPL Mayuwoed (321345 -978D

RESPONSILE FOR ASSESSMENT OSAGDCY ] 06 ORGANIZATION [O7 TELEPHONE NUMBER ] 08 DATE
Suzanne Kozlowsk:  |useprsa |E4€ (rir) |820863-H5| Lag 3o

EPAFORM 2070-12(7-81)
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o~ e POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE Ll
wEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT | e 32
PART 2- WASTE INFORMATION

. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS -
'ﬁﬁnq:u BTATES (Crech of iar anpiy) 2 msm: :rr:_' - 03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (Choct of i amsey)
mwd! be ORPINORA B A TOXC £.SOLUBLE . . D1LHGHLY VOLATRLE
Lt me Z21000 | D3 Biifices  Eltoie
: CLC YARDS 1Y Penss@ 8 M. GNITABLE > L mcoupATmLE
Ob.oneh ovety! 1 wo.or pRUMS '
Bl WASTE TYPE '
CATEGORY SUBSTANCE NAME - 01 GROSS AMOUNT 02 UNIT OF MEASURE| 03 COMMENTS _
S SLUDGE 2211000 | Tons tank Yor e from co
'SOL SOLVENTS o 4 o _
PSD PESTICIDES
oce OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS |
10C . INORGANIC CHEMICALS _
BAS BASES . _ e
MES - HEAVY METALS . aril_included with s/ud;e’.
IV.HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES /Sos Aapence: for most irequentty cied CAS Menters) } " _
©1CATEGORY | 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 03 CAS NUMBER * 04 STORAGE/DISPOSAL METHOD 05 CONCENTRATION | SS MEASUFE OF

The Sludge consists of coal T derivatives which mj_‘j

eontain” benient, oluene. phernls and PAIA compounds.

S/uc{fe Sam,o/ES showed heavy metal cortamination

ranging from 2% Be b &Jo’qcié Cr. Pickle (iquor;

ancthei- byproduct of sfeel manutacture was 8lso
disPosed Jioon site.

The site. was KRCKA f)erm}flte(( for wade F/ks and_

by The USEFA confirmed That Tniterbbe Steel
uz _ lagoons for disposal,

contBiners as Storage. méthods. Howeler, site. i s

V. FEEDSTOCKS (5es anpencs ior CAS Msmsers)

CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER' CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER
FDS FDS
FDS FDS
FOS FDS

- | VL SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cire apeciic seforancos. ¢.0.. Siste Ses, Sample enaiyea. Aponss )

; . see _docume)rfa#:r\ Sheet

£PAFORM 2070-12 (7-81)
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE [L ENTFICATION

EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT R oes 6432
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS —2<

§i. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS °
" 01 B A GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 020 OBSERVED(DATE: o ) B POT'EN‘HAL O ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _.Q__ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Because, wastes were dAisposed of n a weHand, “Hhe Pofenl—ual for

c,cggi‘amma%or;&sf ‘2‘: wod acl'uu.fcr ek}s;lshofkvcja e
water 1s not

01 8 B. SURFACE WATER : 020 oassnveo (DATE:
03 POPULATION Porzmuuv AFFECTED: — 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Surface water coritammnation s l-kdﬂ because site is in & rm_nrshj
eag’ue,ni' 4o Lake Calumet. The Litk Calumet River ’aw
site. o

01 D C. CONTAMINATION OF AR 020D OBSERVED(DATE: ) D POTENTIAL' D) ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _.;__ 04 NARRATIVE nescm'non

Nene doa_umgf/’ or reporfed

01 O D. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS - 02 0 OBSERVED(DATE: . ) D POTENTIAL DL.ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION s

None documented or r‘e./oor'?ea/

ans.ua_scwomm ' 020 OBSERVED(DATE: ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
03 POPULATIONPOTENTIALLYAFFECTED: ____- 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION :
None doc,u.me,n‘l"ea/ or I kdj s wnknown what Yhe site
access ys.
01 B F. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL ' O2DOBSERVED(DATE: ) il POTENTIAL D ALLEGED |
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIFTION
Poterrbal or il cbrﬂ’aﬂ\m&‘-«on exists because site. is n o wetlonds
wed -

01 D G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 02 DOBSERVED(DATE. ___________) DPOTENTAL D ALLEGED
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: S o 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

"Dr‘nr\klfﬁ water - the area s Lake H“’h‘jm surface water. The imtakes
. are >3 miles 'From m site.

01 O H. WORKER EXPOSURE/NJURY O2DOBSERVED(DATE: ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: mkmen_ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION )

None dacwmented ) .
It s unbnoon F Yhere 15 on ac‘r\/n‘j on Sife

01 0O4. POPULATION EXPOSUREANJURY n O2JOBSERVED(DATE: _____________) D POTENTAL O ALLEGED
O3 POPULATIONPOTENTIALLYAFFECTED: __° 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

None. documented. Tt is anknown wha? the, sife access is.

EPA FORM 2070-12(7-81)
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE L IDENTFICATION

! o _
I & PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT VSTATE|GZ BITE NowBER
| A 14 EPA PART 3- DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS |25 DoODE /0432
| R HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS rContren _
g:n;’.n:umm'mn.om 02D OBSERVED(DATE: ) - D POTENTAL O ALLEGED

Idonc dooume,n‘fed or /rfor'/‘eﬂ(

o1 RK. DAMABETOFW anm‘ﬁ ——— } B POTENDAL D ALLEGED
“NAMATNEMMmu

j metal contfammation was ";w‘d " ‘Hwe Sludae I'-F‘?“he. cm"'am-na'f-von m-jraros
mb Little Calumet RlVer,-C.sh could becoime contam inahd.

01 © L. CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 02D O0BSERVED (DATE: ) B POTENTIAL O ALLEGED

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION .
- See. abovb K Ln‘l‘He Calumd Rn}er s used 'rﬁf farea\lﬂcna«l

'c1$l'\|n3 Hea\lb wwjals bicaccumulate.

o1EMm WS‘TABLEOGWNNMENTOFWASI'ES 02D OBSERVED(DATE: ) B POTENTIAL D'ALIEGED

oawrmrmmvmcrzo__o____ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Site 15 in a wdlands area and has no liner < frue,r# m.sra:l-rm J‘

contaminarits.

DN DAMAGETOOFFSITEPROPEHTY 02 DOBSERVED(DATE: ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION .

None. dow.men‘\'ed

o1 @O mmmuorsswsns STOMDRAINS WWTPs 02D O0BSERVED(DATE ) B POTENTIAL O AULEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCRPTION

Contami nation affears dowbtfl. Site. is in weHands srea. T is unliéefj
‘that sewers ha\Ie— been Placad n the wetards area.

o:.r.nmwuumonmowme . . C2DOBSERVED(DATE: ) BPOTENTAL [ ALLEGED
™ ‘Iﬂmw site was ~riited for waste piles and containes as clo metheds.
USEPA site mstped-uon.s. contirmed lageons were used Lo sludﬁ and
| oilu black hc&ud sposal . ;:F:?;LM pum-ﬂw‘ “o d:spose oFf +ank Har
osnescmmoikgmmmm ;%ﬁoamnuwms
None '

BL TOTAL POPUI.ATION POTEN“ALLY AFFECTED' _Hm

_Abne_,

\ SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Cae speciic remrences. . §.. stxte iz samok snafysss, mports)

Jee domw\ecﬁa‘l—\on shed'

EPAFORM 207012 (7-81)
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) (= - C | fuct 10 of )
b DOCUMINTATION SHILT : s11t Triderlake Landfll and Coke Plast
y ' IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ZZD 000210 4352
SOURCE PESCRIPYION DF SDURCE

W, 18, 1€, 1D

'umef 18) QUAD want Blue Tsland -'

S12L: @ or 15

YEAR AT reviged | . YEAR
1C) QUAD NANML 1D) QUAD NANME
$32€: 7.5 or 15 $12f: 7.5 eor 19
YEAR YEAR
2 6\vnronm‘nf5/ /4 ses:m-avf /9 &./Mim o/ c—:rwces Comfanq
Ha zardous thdle /-/\nj.m«’f'/' Facs ity C/wcaaa/laka Calumet /980D
2

fhorM, /oq —+ Jsrra Larsen oF v/nc37o Dd?‘.f D‘par?'rwﬁ?

x\/ ?456cweﬁle_ 01, 12-23-%5

‘4 ' &danj/ec/ szae,; List, U.s. Df.f?‘ Toiterior, U.s. th /A’ /ﬂfnco
S Tlinois Travel end leisure Guaide
6 Applistion for RCRA Act A formit
7 USEFA st inspection memo: and sampling resul?s
8 (280 Number of Tnhsbitarts Tlhinos U.S. dest of
- Commerte. Bureax of The Census
9 Phone. loa o Mr Adduci of Gty ol Chicago Larer

Degl b; Sie Kyan on I-27-85
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